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Joseph Reed of Mitton, deemed it politic to
begin by saying:
Sir, if any work of this nature be worth the pre-
senting to friends worthy and noble, 1 presume this
will not want much of that value* Other countrymen
have thought the like worthy of dukes' and princes*
acceptations; Injttsti Stleff/i; II Pm/tme$/& Amr&$&;
CaJistht Pastor Fido> etc. (all being plays; were all
dedicate to Princes of Italy)*
But seeing that the conditions were not
analogous, the plea was weak ant! should not
have been made* Chapman forgot* 01; more
probably, was unaware that none of these foreign
wotks had been written for public performance,
that all had been inspired by sovereigns and had
been acted purely for their delectation. At: home,
Daniel, as court poet, had been honoured in the
same way. A little later, in 16x5, Chapman is a
trifle surer of Ms ground, but still thinks it
necessary to advance the old argument* In his
Epistle Dedicatory to Sir Thomas Howard, pte-
fixed to The Rmnge of Bmsj D'Aafbois, one finds
him saying:
Since works of this kind have been lately esteemed
worthy the patronage of our worthiest nobles, 1 have
made no doubt to prefer this of mine to your un*
doubted virtue, and exceeding true noblesse; as con-